
 

The Baptist Beacon 

First Baptist Church   
340 North 13th Street 
Leavenworth, KS 66048  
913.682.4426 

February 2020 
Volume 6, Issue 2 

Wrestling With Doubt 
 

Have you known Christ long enough to witness His marvelous works? Have 

you heard testimonies of His intervening power? Even after such evidence, has your 

faith ever been greatly shaken because of something He didn’t do for you personally? 

Have you ever found yourself waiting and waiting on Christ to come through on a 

certain matter while hearing all sorts of wondrous works He was doing elsewhere? 

We can be believers in Jesus for years, literally seeking Him, finding Him, and 

serving Him...then suddenly have a staggering bout with doubt. Overwhelmed with 

guilt and fear, we’ll think, how in the world could I be doubting after all this time? It’s 

a horrible feeling! I’d like to suggest, however, that these kinds of doubts are proba-

bly not coming from our heads. They’re coming from our hearts. Our feelings. Out 

emotions. Our hurts. 

John the Baptist, while in prison, sent messengers to Jesus asking if He was 

the Messiah. Jesus told them to return to John and tell him just what they had seen: 

“The blind received sight, the lame walk, those who have lepro-
sy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good 
news is preached to the poor” (Luke 7:22). 

I don’t believe John’s sudden bout with doubt had any-

thing to do with public merit. It was a private matter. John had 

heard the wonders Christ has done for others. I think maybe his 

faith was shaken because he could have used a wonder for him-

self, and he didn’t appear to be getting it. John knew with his 

head that Jesus was the Messiah. Sitting in that prison cell, I 

think he was having a little trouble knowing it with his heart.  

If the real difference exists between head-doubt and 



heart-doubt, is heart-doubt “no big heal?” When our emotions begin to override what 

our minds know is true, can we just surrender to our heart-doubts? Our heart-doubts 

can be very dangerous if we remain in them. But, if we wrestle through them with the 

Lord Jesus, when we get to the other side of our crisis, we will find ourselves spilled into 

a place of spacious faith!  

Action Step: The next time you wrestle with doubt tell yourself this: There is 

nothing I can think of or do that God has not already thought or initiated. 

 
Moore, Beth, Jesus The One and Only, Nashville, TN, Broadman and Holman Publishers, 2002.  

Used by Special Permission. For further information: www.PastorsLine.com 

 

Lenten Study  

 

Soon the Lenten season will be on our doorstep.  Lent is the 40 days 

before Easter when Christians worldwide will practice various spiritual 

disciplines to draw nearer to God.  Lent is a solemn observance of the 

Church calendar beginning on Ash Wednesday and ending six weeks 

later on the Saturday before Easter Sunday.  The purpose of Lent is to 

prepare the believer (through prayer, repentance of sins, giving of re-

sources for the poor and less fortunate, and setting aside one’s ego) for the commemo-

ration of Jesus’ crucifixion, death, and resurrection.  This 2020 Lenten Season, Associate 

Pastor Ron will conduct workshops on intercessory prayer.   The workshops will meet 

one day a week for six weeks.  Workbooks will be available for each participant.  Partici-

pants are to commit to attending the weekly sessions and using the workbooks’ daily 

sessions to enhance their prayer life and practice intercessory prayer.  Sign-up sheets 

are in the church foyer for those interested in participating. 

 

Backpack Buddies  

 

The next Backpack Buddies will take place on Friday, February 6 at 9:30 am. Your help 

is needed with packing bags for the under- privileged children at David Brewer Elemen-

tary School.  

 

Parent’s Night Out  

 

The next Parent’s Night Out will take place February 7th at 6:00 p.m. If you plan on 

bringing your children please sign up on the sheet at the Welcome Center. 

 

 

 

Love Gift  

  

The month of February is the love month and a time we put a special emphasis on Love 

Gift. Love Gift is an over and above offering. Meaning over and above what you usually 

give in tithes or offerings. Because of the popularity of past year’s Love Gift calendar we 

will offer it again this year. Your Love Gift offering can be returned to the church office 

or dropped in the offering plate. See the Love Gift display in the foyer for calendars, 

Love Gift boxes, envelopes and brochures. If you would like to reuse your box please 

bring your offering in a sealed envelope or Ziploc bag.   

 
 
 



We invite you to “Like” our new Facebook Page.  
Browser searching: fb.me/forthesakeofthegospel 

Attendance Record 1/5 1/12 1/19 1/26 

10:30 am Worship Service 155 99 118 141 

6:00 pm Worship Service 19 - 15 18 

Wednesday Evening Services 38 52 snow 43   

What is Backpack Buddies and how can I get involved? 
 

Community Outreach: Backpack Buddies is a great example of how we can help our community. 

Backpack Buddies is a non-profit organization, run by volunteers, and operated by donation only. It 

provides meals to the children in our school system, pre-school through 3rd grade who are under-

privileged.  Each eligible child receives a backpack with ten food items each Friday for them to take 

home for their weekend meals. This is the only food some of these children eat at home.   

 

How It Works: We have a volunteer coordinator and treasurer who do most of the work. There are 

usually a couple of community events each year along with private donations and a couple of cor-

porate grants.  No money comes from the government. Food is purchased from the Harvesters 

Food Bank in St. Joseph by the pound. Studdard Moving company has been very generous by let-

ting the food be delivered to them and then delivering the food to locations for it to be packaged for 

individual students and then on to schools. 

 

Our History: Our church has participated in this endeavor to feed our neighborhood children for a 

few years now.  Our participation up to this point, has been to receive the cases of food, break 

them down into individual sacks for the children and then deliver the food to different local Elemen-

tary Schools. 

 

How You Can Get Involved: For February we will be 

packing food for Anthony and David Brewer Elemen-

tary School on February 6th beginning at 9:30 a.m. 

in west Fellowship Hall. This undertaking requires 

many hands working together, so we would very much 

appreciate your help in this project. If you have any 

questions, please call Lynn Leath at 913-651-3704. 

Thank you and God bless you as He blesses those 

who receive it.”   
  

February Birthdays  

2 Doris Perkins, Cyndi Peters 

3 Howard Tuttle, Janette Perkins 

4 Mary Mercurio 

5 Stacy Henning, Robin Klein 

7 Molly Brennaman 

11 Bob Leath 

15 Virg Jones, Chris Hermann 

18 Ryan Lingle 

21 Shirley Keller, Connie Aaron,  

 Mike Hill 

24 Joe Slavens, Linda Hermann 

25 Marisa Knight 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

     1 
 

2 Communion 
 
9:15 am - Sunday School  
10:30 am - Morning Worship 
6 pm - Creative Worship 
 
 

3 
 
10 am - Pickleball 
7 pm - Pickleball 

4 
 
9:30 am - Staff Mtg. 
5 pm - A.C.T.S. Prayer 
Group 
6 pm - Deacon Mtg. 
6 pm - Deaconess Mtg. 
6 pm - Trustee Mtg. 

5 
 
9:00 am - Morning Bible Hour 
5:30 pm - Wednesday Evening Meal 
5:45 pm - Evangelism Team Mtg. 
6:15pm - Kids Club 
6:30 pm - Bible Study/Prayer 
7 pm - Adult Choir Rehearsal 

6 
 
2 pm - Backpack Buddies De-
livery 
7 pm - Pickleball 

7 
 
9 am - White Cross Women’s 
Sewing Group 
9:30 am - Backpack Buddies - 
Packing Bags 
6:00 pm - Parent’s Night Out 

8 
 
 
 

9 
 
9:15 am - Sunday School 
10:30 am - Morning Worship  
6 pm - Creative Worship 
 
 
 
 

10 
 
10 am - Pickleball 
7 pm - Pickleball 
 
 
 
 

11 
9:30 am - Staff Mtg. 
4:00 pm - Grief Support 
Grp 
5 pm - A.C.T.S. Prayer Grp 
6 pm - Finance Committee 
Mtg. 

12 
 
5:30 pm - Wednesday Evening Meal 
6:15pm - Kids Club 
6:30 pm - Bible Study/Prayer 
7 pm - Adult Choir Rehearsal 
 
 
 

13 
 
7 pm - Pickleball 

14 
 
 

15 
 
8 am - Men’s Breakfast/
Service Project 
2 pm - Game Day Group 

16 
 
9:15 am - Sunday School  
10:30 am - Morning Worship  
6 pm - Creative Worship 

17 
 
Church Closed - President’s 
Day 

18 
 
9:30 am - Staff Mtg. 
11:30 am - Red Hat Lunch-
eon - East Fellowship Hall 
5 pm - A.C.T.S. Prayer 
Group 
 

19 
 
10:30 am - La Leche League 
5:30 pm - Wednesday Evening Meal 
6:15pm - Kids Club 
6:30 pm - Bible Study/Prayer 
7 pm - Adult Choir Rehearsal 

20 
 
7 pm - Pickleball 

21 
 
9 am - White Cross Women’s 
Sewing Group 

22 
 
1:30 pm - Movie Matinee 
2 pm - Private Event 
 
 

23 
 
9:15 am - Sunday School  
10:30 am - Morning Worship  
6 pm - Creative Worship 
 
 
 

24 
 
10 am - Pickleball 
7 pm - Pickleball 
 

25 
 
9:30 am - Staff Mtg. 
1:30 pm - Heart for Mission 
4:00 pm - Grief Support 
Group 
5 pm - A.C.T.S. Prayer 
Group 

26 
 
5:30 pm - Wednesday Evening Meal 
6 pm - Discipleship Mtg. 
6:15pm - Kids Club 
6:30 pm - Bible Study/Prayer 
7 pm - Adult Choir Rehearsal 

27 
 
7 pm - Pickleball 

28 
 

29 
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