
 

The Baptist Beacon 

First Baptist Church   
340 North 13th Street 
Leavenworth, KS 66048  
913.682.4426 

December 2019 
Volume 5, Issue 12 

We invite you to “Like” our new Facebook Page.  
Browser searching: fb.me/forthesakeofthegospel 

Rev. It Up! 
Passing on our Christian beliefs to others, has become increasingly difficult 

these days as society pushes for a more secular society. Christian “Christmas” 

beliefs in particular are under attack. A major national retailer recently telling 

it’s employees NOT to say “Merry Christmas” to customers, only “Happy Holi-

days.” Or, how about the numerous civic “holiday tree lightings” instead of 

“Christmas tree lightings”. All these happenings are social engineering efforts 

to eliminate Christian beliefs from this Christian “Christmas celebration. But 

the FACT is without Jesus Christ there is no Christmas, and NO “happy holi-

days”. Actually, this is nothing new. Christian beliefs have been attacked be-

fore far more overtly than what we are currently experiencing. Yet, the Chris-

tian Church stands! Earlier Christians did inventive things, especially at Christ-

mas, to pass on the faith beliefs.  

The song, “The Twelve Day of Christmas,” actually describes 

the original celebration of Christmas from Nativity to Epipha-

ny. The song has its origins as a teaching tool to instruct 

young people in the meaning and content of the Christian 

faith. From 1558 to 1829 Roman Catholics in England were 

not able to practice their faith openly so they had to find oth-

er ways to pass on their beliefs. The allegorical song repre-

sents something of religious significance. The hidden meaning 

of each gift was designed to help young Christians learn their 

faith. 

Attendance Record 11/3 11/10 11/17 11/24 

10:30 am Worship Service 156 134 146 140 

6:00 pm Worship Service JH 23 19 16 

Wednesday Evening Services 50 66 HH Dinner - 

December Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Birthdays Anniversaries  

2 Carol Mustain 7 M/M Jerry Means 

3 Richard Cecil, Kayla Kenton,  15 M/M Danny Whisler 

 Rhonda Spencer 18 M/M Mike Hill 

5 Gene Thompson, Sharon Ketchum 21 M/M Virg Jones 

6 Bob Spencer 23 M/M LeRoy Seifert 

8 Bernard Oots, Ethel Brown 27 M/M Darryl Glass 

13 Teresa Cox  

14 Linda Smith   

15 Clarinda Creighton, Ian Cox, Lakyn Henning   

16 Ron Cuny   

18 Adelle Thomas   

21  Cari Clay   

25 Helen Cox   

27 Jason Hawkins, Jr.   



The song goes, “On the first day of Christmas my true love gave to me….”  

The “true love” represent God and the “me” who receives these presents is the Christian. 

The “partridge in a pear tree” was Jesus Christ who died on a tree as a gift from God. 

The “two turtle doves” were the Old and New Testaments, another gift from God. 

The “three French hens” were faith, hope and love, the three gifts of the spirit that abide.  

The “four calling birds” were the four Gospels, which sing the song of salvation through Jesus Christ. 

The “five golden rings” were  the first five books of the Bible also called the “books of Moses.” 

The “six geese a-laying” were the six days of creation.  

The “seven swans a-swimming” were seven gifts of the Holy Spirit. (I Corinthians 12:8-11) 

The “eight maids a-milking” were the eight Beatitudes. 

The “nine ladies dancing” were nine fruits of the Holy Spirit. (Galatians 5:22-23) 

The “ten lords a-leaping” were the Ten Commandments. 

The “eleven pipers piping” were the eleven faithful disciples.  

The “twelve drummers drumming” were the twelve points of the Apostles’ Creed. 

 

So the next time you hear “The Twelve Day of Christ-

mas” consider how this otherwise non-religious sound-

ing song had its origins in the Christian faith.        

    (credit “The Alert,” 12/99) 

 

Merry Christmas!   — The Rev 

 

Quarterly  Business Meeting Potluck Dinner  
December 15th, 2019 

 

Dinner - 5:15 pm  

Please bring 1-2 covered dishes to share with the group. 

Meeting - 6:00 pm 

What is Backpack Buddies and how can I get involved? 
Community Outreach: Backpack Buddies is a great example of how we can help 

our community. Backpack Buddies is a non-profit organization, run by volunteers, 

and operated by donation only. It provides meals to the children in our school sys-

tem, pre-school through 3rd grade who are underprivileged.  Each eligible child re-

ceives a backpack with ten food items each Friday for them to take home for their 

weekend meals. This is the only food some of these children eat at home.   

How It Works: We have a volunteer coordinator and treasurer who do most of the 

work. There are usually a couple of community events each year along with private 

donations and a couple of corporate grants.  No money comes from the govern-

ment. Food is purchased from the Harvesters Food Bank in St. Joseph by the 

pound. Studdard Moving company has been very generous by letting the food be 

delivered to them and then delivering the food to locations for it to be packaged for 

individual students and then on to schools. 

Our History: Our church has participated in this endeavor to feed children for a few 

years now.  Our participation up to this point, has been to receive the cases of food, 

break them down into individual sacks for the children and then deliver the food to 

different local Elementary Schools. 

How You Can Get Involved: For December we will be packing food for on Decem-

ber 6th beginning at 9:30 a.m. in west Fellowship Hall. This undertaking requires 

many hands working together, so we would very much appreciate your help in this 

project. If you have any questions, please call Lynn Leath at 913-651-3704. Thank 

you and God bless you as He blesses those who receive it.”   

  



 

 

 

 

December 1st 

3:00 pm: Hanging of the Greens Pre-Decorating 

6:00 pm:  Hanging of the Greens Service 

 

December 2nd 

5:30 pm: Ladies Night Out 

“Sisters Seeking the Savior” 

 

December 15th  

10:30 am: Adult Choir Christmas Cantata 

5:15 pm: Potluck Dinner 

6:00 pm: Quarterly Business Mtg. 

 

December 22nd 

10:30 am: Children’s Chorus 

 

December 24th 

6:00 pm: Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 

 

Festival of Lights  
 The South Brown County Ministerial Association extends an invitation to 
you and our church to attend the 28th annual Horton, Kansas, Christmas Lumi-
naries, on Sunday, December 1, 2019, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. The Luminaries 
transform ten city blocks into living, dramatic scenes of the life of Christ. Men, 
women, and children of the Ministerial Association Churches take their places as 
Bible characters in a setting of live animals, colorful props, costumes and music. 
The Bible-times atmosphere is enhanced by 1300 glowing candles (luminaries) 
outlining the route from scene to scene. The Luminaries make a great family event or an outing 
for youth groups, Sunday School classes, Senior Citizen groups and others.  Everyone is invited to 
fill their cars and drive through. A free will donation may be dropped in a receptacle at the end of 
the route to support the South Brown County Ministerial Association benevolence outreach. In 
case of inclement weather due to rain or ice, the event may be cancelled. People who are travel-
ing from a distance are advised to call the Horton Methodist Church, 785-486-2349, if the weath-
er is questionable. For additional information, contact Theola Carter, First Baptist Church, Horton, 
Kan., 785-486-2286.  

Parent’s Night Out  

The next Parent’s Night Out will take place Friday, December 6th at 6:00 p.m. Parents, if you are 
interested in having an evening away from the kids please consider bringing the kids to the 
church for an evening of kid friendly activities. Sign up at the Welcome Center if you plan on 
bringing your kids. 
 

Hanging of the Greens  
 
The Hanging of the Greens Service will take place Sunday, December 1 at 
6:00 pm, but the real fun begins earlier. We are asking anyone who wants to 
help to come at 3 pm to help decorate the entire building for Christmas. Fol-
lowing the decorating there will be a light meal served at 5:15 pm and the 
Hanging of the Greens Service will begin at 6 pm. And don’t forget to bring non-perishable food 
items and/or money donations to place under the Christmas tree as a special part of the service 
which will be used for to restock the food pantry. This service is one of the special Christmas pro-
grams we do each year to celebrate the birth of Christ.  

 

“Sisters Seeking the Savior” Ladies Night Out coming soon!  
 
The AB Women are hosting a Ladies Night Out entitled “Sisters Seeking the Savior” on December 
2, 5:30 p.m. at Le Mesa Restaurant in Lansing. Join us in their banquet room for a joy filled 
evening of fellowship, food and faith. The evening promises to be just the thing you need to 
spice up an otherwise dull Monday evening. Please sign up at the Welcome Center if you plan on 
attending. Si you there! 
 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 
Communion 
9:15 am - Sunday School  
10:30 am - Morning Worship 
3 pm - Pre-Decorating Church 
6 pm - Hanging of the Greens  
 

2 
 
10 am - Pickleball 
5:30 pm - Ladies Night Out  
6 pm - Pickleball 

3 
 
9:30 am - Staff Mtg. 
4:30 pm - Grief Support 
Group 
5 pm - A.C.T.S. Prayer 
Group 

4 
9 am - Morning Bible Hour 
5:30 pm - Wednesday Evening Meal 
5:45 pm - Evangelism Team Mtg. 
6:15 pm - Kids Club 
6:30 pm - Bible Study & Prayer 
7 pm - Adult Choir Rehearsal 

5 
 
2 pm - Backpack Buddies 
Food Delivery 
6 pm - Pickleball 

6 
 
9 am - White Cross Women’s 
Sewing Group 
9:30 am - Packing Backpack 
Buddies 
6 pm - Parent’s Night Out 

7 
 
 

8 
 
9:15 am - Sunday School  
10:30 am - Morning Worship 
6 pm - Creative Worship 
 
 

9 
 
10 am - Pickleball 
6 pm - Pickleball 

10 
 
9:30 am - Staff Mtg. 
5 pm - A.C.T.S. Prayer 
Group 
6 pm - Deaconess Mtg. 
6 pm - Trustee Mtg. 

11 
 
5:30 pm - Wednesday Evening Meal 
6 pm - Finance Committee Mtg. 
6:15pm - Kids Club 
6:30 pm - Bible Study/Prayer 
7 pm - Adult Choir Rehearsal 

12 
 
6 pm - Pickleball 
 

13 
 

14 
 
9 am - Christmas Basket 
Delivery 
4 pm - Choir Rehearsal and 
Party 

15 
 
9:15 am - Sunday School  
10:30 am - Morning Worship - 
Choir Christmas Cantata 
5:15 pm - Potluck Dinner 
6 pm - Quarterly Business Mtg. 
 
 

16 
 
10 am - Pickleball 
6 pm - Pickleball 
 
 
 
 

17 
 
9:30 am - Staff Mtg. 
11 am - Red Hats Luncheon  
4:30 pm - Grief Support 
Group 
5 pm - A.C.T.S. Prayer 
Group 

18 
10 am - La Leche League 
No Evening Services 
 
 
 

19 
 
6 pm - Pickleball 
 

20 
 
9 am - White Cross Wom-
en’s Sewing Group 
6 pm - Deacon’s Dinner 

21 
 
8 am - Men’s Breakfast/
Service Project 
 

22 
 
9:15 am - Sunday School  
10:30 am - Morning Worship  
6 pm - Creative Worship 

23 
 
10 am - Pickleball 
6 pm - Pickleball 
 

24 
 
9:30 am - Staff Mtg. 
5 pm - A.C.T.S. Prayer 
Group 
6 pm - Christmas Eve Ser-
vice 
 

25 
 
Christmas Day—Church Closed 

26 
 
6 pm - Pickleball 
 

27 
 

28 
 
 

29 
 
9:15 am - Sunday School  
10:30 am - Morning Worship  
6 pm - Creative Worship 
 
 
 

30 
 
10 am - Pickleball 
6 pm - Pickleball 
 

31 
 
9:30 am - Staff Mtg. 
4:30 pm - Grief Support 
Group 
5 pm - A.C.T.S. Prayer 
Group 
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